
Timeline of the Case 
Germain Rukuki

2021 
30 June: 
Germain is released 
from prison

25 June: Germain’s release from prison is
blocked at the last minute by a prison
authority. He remains in detention,
illegally. 

21 June: Germain’s prison
sentence is reduced from 32
years to 1 year, with a fine
of 50,000 BIF. 

24 May: The one-month deadline for the
announcement of Germain’s verdict has not
been respected. 43 civil society
organisations react by signing a joint
statement. 

24 March: Germain’s second appeal hearing
takes place in Ngozi prison. The hearing lasts for
3 hours, with open debate. His judgement is due
for 24 April, 30 days later.

2020 9 December: An open letter
addressed to ACHPR and UN
mandate holders is signed by 89
organisations, asking for the
immediate and unconditional
release of imprisoned Burundian
HRDs, with Germain’s case being
highlighted. 

20 November: 
Germain is featured as one of the emblematic
cases of imprisoned HRDs in Amnesty
International’s Write for Rights campaign. 

29 September: Numerous United Nations Special
Representatives, including Mary Lawlor UNSR for Human Rights
Defenders, and the vice-president of the UN working group on
arbitrary detentions send a letter to the Government of Burundi
on the irregularities in Germain’s judicial proceedings.

30 June: Burundian
Supreme Court
announces rejection of
the Court of Appeals´
decision to uphold
Germain’s 32-year
sentence. No deadline
announced for the
Court of Appeals to set
new appeal trial. 

8 June: reports of
COVID 19 spreading in
Ngozi prison, where
Germain is detained.

24 April: Supreme
Court hearing takes
place, lasting 5 minutes. 

2019 
22 July: Germain and his lawyers are
notified of the appeal decision. 

17 July: The Court of Appeals
issues the appeal decision
confirming Germain’s conviction
to 32 years, after an almost 7-
month delay. 

27 March: The spokesperson for the Burundi
Supreme Court tells local media that Germain’s
judicial file has been misplaced during the
restructuring of the Bujumbura Court of Appeals.

26 November: The appeal hearing takes
place before the Bujumbura Court of
Appeals. A 30-day window is given for
the appeal decision to be delivered. The
30-day period is not respected.

 11 June: Germain undergoes a surgical
operation in Ngozi hospital after he
fractures his ankle in prison.

 8 May: High Representative of the
EU for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy, Federica Mogherini issues a
statement on behalf of the EU
specifically mentioning the case of
Germain Rukuki against the
background of the wider human
rights concerns in the country.

29 May: Germain appeals his conviction.

26 April: Germain is sentenced to 32
years in prison by the Ntahangwa High
Court for “rebellion”, “threatening state
security”, “attacking the authority of the
state” and “participation in an
insurrectionist movement”. 

Germain is acquitted on charges of
“assassination” and “destruction of public
and private buildings”. Neither Germain
nor his lawyers are present when the
verdict is read out in court. 

13 February: First hearing takes place
before the Ntahangwa High Court. Three
additional charges of “assassination”,
“destruction of public and private
buildings” and “participation in an
insurrectionist movement” are added. 

2018 

2017 

13 July: Germain Rukuki is arrested at home and
brought to the National Intelligence Service (Service
National de Renseignement - SNR) facilities. He is
detained and interrogated without a lawyer present. 

1 August: He is charged with ‘breaching the
internal security of the State’ and ‘rebellion’
by the Court of First Instance of
Ntahangwa in Burundi, on the grounds of his
work with the non-governmental
organisation ACAT-Burundi.

25 August: UN experts call for the
release of Burundian human rights
defender Germain Rukuki. 
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